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S-2207.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5984

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Labor, Commerce, Research & Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Murray and C enents)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to perform ng engineering services on significant
structures; anending RCW 18.43.040 and 18.43.020; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.43.040 and 2000 ¢ 172 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The followwng wll be considered as mninmm evidence
satisfactory to the board that the applicant is qualified for
registration as a professional engi neer, engi neer-in-training,
prof essi onal | and surveyor, or | and-surveyor-in-training, respectively:

(a)(i) As a professional engineer: A specific record of eight
years or nore of experience in engineering work of a character
satisfactory to the board and indicating that the applicant 1is
conpetent to practice engineering; and successfully passing a witten
or oral examnation, or both, in engineering as prescribed by the
boar d.

(ii) Gaduation in an approved engi neering curriculumof four years
or nore from a school or college approved by the board as of
sati sfactory standi ng shall be considered equivalent to four years of
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such required experience. The satisfactory conpletion of each year of
such an approved engineering course wthout graduation shall be
considered as equivalent to a year of such required experience.
Graduation in a curriculum other than engineering from a school or
col | ege approved by the board shall be considered as equivalent to two
years of such required experience((—PROAHDBED—Fhat)). However, no
applicant shall receive credit for nore than four years of experience
because of undergraduate educational qualifications. The board nay, at
its discretion, give credit as experience not in excess of one year,
for satisfactory postgraduate study in engineering.

(iii) Structural engineering is recognized as a specialized branch
of professional engineering. To receive a certificate of registration
in structural engi neering, an applicant nmust hold a current
registration in this state in engineering and have at |east two years
of structural engineering experience, of a character satisfactory to
the board, in addition to the eight years' experience required for
registration as a professional engineer. An applicant for registration
as a structural engineer nust also pass an additional exam nation as
prescribed by the board. ((

36—26062-))
(iv) An engineer must be reqgistered as a structural enqgineer in

order to provide structural engineering services for significant
structures. The board may waive the requirenents of this subsection
(DA (iv) until Decenber 31, 2010, if:

(A) On January 1, 2007, the engineer is registered with the board
as a professional engineer; and

(B) Wthin tw years of January 1, 2007, the engi neer denonstrates
to the satisfaction of the board that the engineer has sufficient
experience in the duties typically provided by a professional
structural engineer regarding significant structures.

(b)(i) As an engineer-in-training: An applicant for registration
as a professional engineer shall take the prescribed examnation in two
st ages. The first stage of the examnation may be taken upon

subm ssion of his or her application for registration as an engi neer-
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in-training and paynment of the application fee prescribed in RCW
18.43.050 at any tine after the applicant has conpleted four years of

t he required engi neering experience, as defined in this section, or has
achi eved senior standing in a school or college approved by the board.

The first stage of the exam nation shall test the applicant's know edge
of appropriate fundanentals of engineering subjects, including
mat hemati cs and the basic sciences.

(ii) At any tinme after the conpletion of the required eight years
of engi neering experience, as defined in this section, the applicant
may take the second stage of the exam nation upon subm ssion of an
application for registration and paynent of the application fee
prescribed in RCW18.43.050. This stage of the exam nation shall test
the applicant's ability, wupon the basis of his or her greater
experience, to apply his or her know edge and experience in the field
of his or her specific training and qualifications.

(c)(i) As a professional |and surveyor: A specific record of eight
years or nore of experience in land surveying work of a character
satisfactory to the board and indicating that the applicant is
conpetent to practice land surveying, and successfully passing a
witten or oral examnation, or both, in surveying as prescribed by the
boar d.

(ii) Gaduation froma school or college approved by the board as
of satisfactory standing, including the conpletion of an approved
course in surveying, shall be considered equivalent to four years of
the required experience. Postgraduate college courses approved by the
board shall be considered for up to one additional year of the required
experi ence.

(d)(i) As a land-surveyor-in-training: An applicant for
regi stration as a professional |and surveyor shall take the prescribed
exam nation in two stages. The first stage of the exam nation may be
t aken upon subm ssion of his or her application for registration as a
| and- surveyor-in-training and paynent of the application fee prescribed
in RCW 18.43.050 at any tinme after the applicant has conpleted four
years of the required |and surveying experience, as defined in this
section, or has achieved senior standing in a school or college
approved by the board. The first stage of the exam nation shall test
the applicant's know edge of appropriate fundanentals of |and surveying
subj ects, including mathematics and the basic sciences.
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(ii) At any tinme after the conpletion of the required eight years
of land surveyi ng experience, as defined in this section, the applicant
may take the second stage of the exam nation upon subm ssion of an
application for registration and paynent of the application fee
prescribed in RCW 18.43.050. This stage of the exam nation shall test
the applicant's ability, upon the basis of greater experience, to apply
knowl edge and experience in the field of |and surveying.

(iii) The first stage shall be successfully conpleted before the
second stage may be attenpted. Applicants who have been approved by
the board to take the exam nation based on the requirenment for six
years of experience under this section before July 1, 1996, are
eligible to sit for the exam nati on.

(2) No person shall be eligible for registration as a professional
engi neer, engineer-in-training, professional |and surveyor, or |and-
surveyor-in-training, who is not of good character and reputation.

(3) Teaching, of a character satisfactory to the board shall be
consi dered as experience not in excess of two years for the appropriate
pr of essi on.

(4) The nere execution, as a contractor, of work designed by a
pr of essi onal engi neer, or the supervision of the construction of such
work as a foreman or superintendent shall not be deenmed to be practice
of engi neeri ng.

(5) Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in
this chapter to entitle himor her to registration shall be eligible
for such registration although the person may not be practicing his or
her profession at the time of nmaking his or her application.

Sec. 2. RCW18.43.020 and 1995 ¢ 356 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) ((Enrgihreer—TFhe—tern ) "Engineer" ((as—used—inthis—ehapter
shal)) nmeans a professional engineer as ((heretnatter)) defined in
this section.

(2) ((Protessional—engineer—Fhe—terr)) "Professional engineer”
( ( w-thin—thereaning—and—intent—of—this—chapter—shalt)) neans a person

who, by reason of his or her special know edge of the nmathematical and
physi cal sciences and the principles and nethods of engineering
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anal ysis and design, acquired by professional education and practical
experience, is qualified to practice engineering as ((herernratter))
defined in this section, as attested by his or her |egal registration
as a professional engineer.

(3) ((Ergineer—in-tratning—TFhetern)) "Engineer-in-training"” ((as
used—+n—this—ehapter)) neans a candidate who ((has)): (a) Has
satisfied the experience requirenents in RCW 18.43.040 for
registration; (b) has successfully passed the examnation in the
f undanent al engi neering subjects; and (c) is enrolled by the board as
an engi neer-in-training.

(4) ((Engtneering——TFhe—term) "Engineering" ((as—used—in—this
chapter—shalt)) nmeans the "practice of engineering"” as ((herernafter))
defined in this section.

(5 ((Praetiee—oft—engineering——Fhe—term) (a) "Practice of
engi neering" ((wthin—the—preaning—and—intent—of —this—chapter—shatt))

nmeans any professional service or creative work requiring engineering
education, training, and experience and the application of special
know edge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to
such professional services or creative wrk as consultation,
i nvestigation, evaluation, planning, design, and supervision of
construction for the purpose of assuring conpliance with specifications

and design, in connection with any public or private utilities,
structures, buildings, nachines, equipnent, processes, works, or
proj ects.

(b) A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice
engineering, wthin the neaning and intent of this chapter, who
practices any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by
verbal claim sign, advertisenent, l|letterhead, card, or in any other
way represents hinself or herself to be a professional engineer, or
through the use of sonme other title inplies that he or she is a
pr of essi onal engi neer; or who holds hinself or herself out as able to
perform or who does perform any engineering service or work or any
ot her professional service designated by the practitioner or recogni zed
by educational authorities as engineering.

(c) The practice of engineering ((shatt)) does not include the work
ordinarily perfornmed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or
equi pnent .
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(6) ((tand—surveyor—TFheter)) "Land surveyor" ((as—used+nthis
chapter—shalt)) neans a professional |and surveyor.

(7) ((PFe#ess+eH&F—#and—sa#veyeF———Ihe—%e##)) "Professional |and
surveyor" ((as—used+nthis—~ehapter)) neans a person who, by reason of

his or her special know edge of the mathematical and physical sciences
and principles and practices of |land surveying, which is acquired by
prof essional education and practical experience, is qualified to
practice land surveying and as attested to by his or her |egal
registration as a professional |and surveyor.

(8) ((tand—surveyor—tn—trarntng——Fhe—terr)) "Land-surveyor-in-
training" ((as—used+nthis—echapter)) neans a candi date who: (a) Has

satisfied the experience requirenents in RCW 18.43.040 for
registration; (b) successfully passes the examnation in the
fundanental | and surveying subjects; and (c) is enrolled by the board
as a | and-surveyor-in-training.

(9) ((Praetiece—of—tand—surveyrng——Fhe—tern)) "Practice of |and
surveyi ng" ((wthin—the preaning—and—intent—of —this—chapter—shalt))

means assum ng responsible charge of the surveying of land for the
establishment of corners, lines, boundaries, and nonunments, the |aying
out and subdivision of land, the defining and |ocating of corners

lines, boundaries, and nonunents of Jland after they have been
established, the survey of land areas for the purpose of determ ning
t he topography thereof, the making of topographical delineations and
the preparing of maps and accurate records thereof, when the proper
performance of such services requires technical know edge and skill.

(10) ((Beard—TFhetern)) "Board" ((as—used+nthis—chapter—shatl))
means the state board of registration for professional engineers and
| and surveyors, provided for by this chapter.

(11) "Significant structures" include:

(a) Hazardous facilities, defined as: Structures housi ng,
supporting, or containing sufficient quantities of explosive substances
to be of danger to the safety of the public if rel eased;

(b) Essential facilities that have a ground area of nore than five
t housand square feet and are nore than twenty feet in nean roof height
above average ground level. Essential facilities are defined as:

(i) Hospitals and other nedical facilities having surgery and
enmergency treatnent areas;

(ii) Fire and police stations;
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(iii) Tanks or other structures containing, housing, or supporting
water or fire suppression naterial or equipnent required for the
protection of essential or hazardous facilities or special occupancy
structures;

(iv) Enmergency vehicle shelters and garages;

(v) Structures and equi pnent in energency preparedness centers;

(vi) Standby power-generating equipnent for essential facilities;

(vii) Structures and equi pnent in governnent comrunication centers
and other facilities requiring energency response;

(viii) Aviation control towers, air traffic control centers, and
energency aircraft hangars; and

(ix) Buildings and other structures having critical national
def ense functions;

(c) Structures exceeding one hundred feet in height above average
ground | evel ;

(d) Buildings that are custonmarily occupied by hunman beings and are
five stories or nore above average ground |evel;

(e) Bridges having a total span of nore than two hundred feet and
piers having a surface area greater than ten thousand square feet; and

(f) Buildings and other structures where nore than three hundred
peopl e congregate in one area.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect July 1, 2008.

~-- END ---

p. 7 SSB 5984



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.

